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financially interested in the products
involved with the concurrence of the
applicant and upon payment of fees, as
provided in § 54.27.

[42 FR 53921, Oct. 4, 1977. Redesignated at 46
FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 51 FR
590, Jan. 7, 1986; 61 FR 11506, Mar. 21, 1996]

§ 54.15 Advance information con-
cerning service rendered.

Upon request of any applicant, all or
any part of the contents of any certifi-
cate issued to him under the regula-
tions, or other notification concerning
the determination of class, grade, other
quality, or compliance of products for
such applicant may be transmitted by
telegraph or telephone to him, or to
any person designated by him, at his
expense.

§ 54.16 Marking of products.

All products for which class and
grade under the standards are deter-
mined under the regulations, or the im-
mediate and shipping containers there-
of, shall be stamped, branded, or other-
wise marked with an appropriate offi-
cial identification: Provided, That ex-
cept as otherwise directed by the Chief,
such marking will not be required
when an applicant only desires official
certificates. The marking of products,
or their containers, as required by this
section shall be done by official graders
or under their immediate supervision.

[42 FR 53921, Oct. 4, 1977. Redesignated at 46
FR 63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 63 FR
72102, Dec. 31, 1998]

§ 54.17 Official identifications.

(a) A shield enclosing the letters
‘‘USDA’’ and code identification letters
of the grader performing the service, as
shown below, constitutes a form of offi-
cial identification under the regula-
tions for preliminary grade of car-
casses.

(b) A shield enclosing the letters
‘‘USDA’’ as shown in Figure 1 with the
appropriate quality grade designation
‘‘Prime,’’ ‘‘Choice,’’ ‘‘Select,’’ ‘‘Good,’’
‘‘Standard,’’ ‘‘Commercial,’’ ‘‘Utility,’’
‘‘Cutter,’’ ‘‘Canner,’’ or ‘‘Cull,’’ as pro-
vided in the official United States
Standards for Grades of Beef, Veal and
Calf, Lamb, Yearling Mutton, and Mut-
ton Carcasses and accompanied by the
class designation ‘‘Bullock,’’ ‘‘Veal,’’
‘‘Calf,’’ ‘‘Lamb,’’ ‘‘Yearling Mutton,’’
or ‘‘Mutton,’’ constitutes a form of of-
ficial identification under the regula-
tions to show the quality grade, and
where necessary the class, undersaid
standards, of steer, heifer, and cow
beef, veal, calf, lamb, yearling mutton
and mutton. The code identification
letters of the grader performing the
service will appear intermittently out-
side the shield.

(c) A shield enclosing the letters
‘‘USDA’’ and the words ‘‘Yield Grade,’’
as in Figure 1, with the appropriate
yield grade designation ‘‘1,’’ ‘‘2,’’ ‘‘3’’,
‘‘4,’’ or ‘‘5’’ as provided in the Official
United States Standards for Grades of
Fresh Beef Carcasses and the Official
United States Standards for Grades of
Lamb, Yearling Mutton, and Mutton
Carcasses constitutes a form of official
identification under the regulations to
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show the yield grade under said stand-
ards. When yield graded, bull and bul-
lock carcasses will be identified with
the class designation ‘‘Bull’’ and ‘‘Bul-
lock,’’ respectively. The code identi-
fication letters of the grader per-
forming the service will appear outside
the shield.

(d) Under the regulations, for carcass
grade identification purposes only, a
shield enclosing the letters ‘‘USDA’’
with the appropriate yield grade des-
ignation number of ‘‘1,’’ ‘‘2,’’ ‘‘3,’’ ‘‘4,’’
or ‘‘5’’ between the ‘‘US’’ and ‘‘DA’’,
with the appropriate quality grade des-
ignation of ‘‘Prime’’, ‘‘Choice,’’ or ‘‘Se-

lect,’’ below both as shown in Figure 1.
The code identification letters for the
grader performing the service will ap-
pear outside underneath the shield.

(e) Under the regulations, for yield
grade identification purposes only, a
shield enclosing the letters ‘‘US’’ on
one side and ‘‘DA’’ on the other, with
the appropriate Yield Grade designa-
tion number ‘‘1,’’ ‘‘2,’’ ‘‘3,’’ ‘‘4,’’ or ‘‘5’’
as shown in Figure 1. The code identi-
fication letters for the grader per-
forming the service will appear outside
underneath the shield.
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(f) Under the regulations, for quality
grade identification only, a shield en-
closing the letters ‘‘US’’ on one side
and ‘‘DA’’ on the other with the appro-
priate Quality Grade designation of
‘‘Prime,’’ ‘‘Choice,’’ or ‘‘Select’’ as
shown in Figure 1. The code identifica-
tion letters for the grader performing
the service will appear outside under-
neath the shield.

(g) The letters ‘‘USDA’’ with the ap-
propriate grade designation ‘‘1,’’ ‘‘2,’’
‘‘3,’’ ‘‘4,’’ ‘‘Utility,’’ or ‘‘Cull’’ enclosed
in a shield as shown in Figure 1, as pro-
vided in the Official United States
Standards for Grades of Pork Car-
casses, constitutes a form of official
identification under the regulations to
show the grade under said standards of
barrow, gilt, and sow pork carcasses.
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(h) The following constitute forms of
official identification under the regula-
tions to show compliance of products:

NOTE: The letters ‘‘RWX’’, and ‘‘UF’’ shown
in figures 1, and 2 are examples, respectively,
of the code identification letters of the offi-
cial grader performing the service.

(i) The following, as shown in Figure
1, constitutes official identification to
show quality system certification:

(j) A shield-shaped ear tag enclosing
the letters ‘‘USDA’’, the words ‘‘Car-
cass Data Service,’’ as shown below
(Figure 1), and a serial number con-
stitutes a form of official identification
under the regulations for livestock and
carcasses. Other information may ap-
pear on the backside of the ear tag at
the option of the purchasers.
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(k)(1) One device used by USDA grad-
ers is a rectangular, serially numbered,
orange tag on which a shield encloses
the letters ‘‘USDA’’ and the words
‘‘Product Control’’ as shown in Figure
1, constitutes a form of official identi-
fication under the regulations for meat
and meat products.

(2) Official graders and supervisors of
grading may use ‘‘Product Control’’
tags or other methods and devices as
approved by the Administrator for the
identification and control of meat and

meat products which are not in compli-
ance with the regulations or are held
pending the results of an examination.
Any such meat or meat product so
identified shall not be used, moved, or
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altered in any manner; nor shall offi-
cial control identification be removed,
without the express permission of an
authorized representative of the USDA.

[42 FR 53921, Oct. 4, 1977, as amended at 45 FR
51762, Aug. 5, 1980. Redesignated at 46 FR
63203, Dec. 31, 1981, as amended at 50 FR
14367, Apr. 12, 1985; 52 FR 35683, Sept. 23, 1987;
61 FR 11509, Mar. 21, 1996]

§ 54.18 Custody of identification de-
vices.

(a) All identification devices used in
marking products or the containers
thereof under the regulations, includ-
ing those indicating compliance with
specifications approved by the Chief,
shall be kept in the custody of the
Branch, and accurate records shall be
kept by the Branch of all such devices.
Each office of grading shall keep a
record of the devices assigned to it.
Such devices shall be distributed only
to persons authorized by the Depart-
ment, who shall keep the devices in
their possession or control at all times
and maintain complete records of such
devices.

(b) Upon request, applicants shall
provide a metal cabinet(s) or locker(s)
for the secure storage of official meat
grading equipment and identification
devices for each Federal meat grader
assigned to their establishment. Such
cabinet(s) or locker(s) shall be capable
of being locked with a special Govern-
ment-owned lock and shall be placed in
an easily accessible and reasonably se-
cure location within the applicant’s es-
tablishment.

APPEAL SERVICE

§ 54.19 What is appeal service; mark-
ing products on appeal; require-
ments for appeal; certain deter-
minations not appealable.

(a) Appeal service is a redetermina-
tion of the class, grade, other quality,
or compliance of product when the ap-
plicant for the appeal service formally
challenges the correctness of the origi-
nal determination. Only a person who
has title to, or is a party to a contract
for the sale of, a product may request
appeal service with respect to such
product and if the original determina-
tion of class, grade, other quality or
compliance is found on appeal to have
been in error all incorrect marks of

class, grade, other quality and compli-
ance will be removed from the product,
and if the person having title to the
product so requests, correct marks as
determined on the appeal will be ap-
plied to the product. Examination re-
quested to determine the class, grade,
other quality, or compliance of a prod-
uct which has been altered or has un-
dergone a material change since the
original service, or examination of
product requested for the purpose of
obtaining an up-to-date certificate and
not involving any question as to the
correctness of the original service for
the product involved shall be consid-
ered equivalent to original service and
not appeal service.

(b) Grade determinations cannot be
appealed for any lot or product con-
sisting of less than 10 similar units.
Moreover, appeal service will not be
furnished with respect to product that
has been altered or has undergone any
material change since the original
service.

[42 FR 53921, Oct. 4, 1977, as amended at 45 FR
51762, Aug. 5, 1980. Redesignated at 46 FR
63203, Dec. 31, 1981]

§ 54.20 Request for appeal service.
Except as otherwise provided in

§ 54.19, a request for appeal service with
respect to any product under the regu-
lations may be made by any person
who is financially interested in the
product when he disagrees with the de-
termination as to class, grade, other
quality, or compliance of the product
as shown by the markings on the prod-
uct or its containers, or as stated in
the applicable certificate. A request for
appeal service shall be filed with the
Chief, directly or through the official
grader who performed the original
service or the official in charge of the
office of grading to which such grader
was assigned at the time of the service,
or through the nearest office of grad-
ing. The request shall state the reasons
therefor and may be accompanied by a
copy of any previous certificate or re-
port, or any other information which
the applicant may have received re-
garding the product at the time of the
original service. Such request may be
made orally (including by telephone) or
in writing (including by telegram). If
made orally, the person receiving the
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